Brick 29 Bistro opens downtown 

LOCAL: Treasure Valley chef puts unique spin on popular ‘comfort foods’ 

By Lee Vander Boegh lvanderboegh@idahopress.com 


   NAMPA — After a year of planning and four months of construction, Brick
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 29 Bistro is open in the basement of the former Masonic temple in Nampa. 
   The restaurant opened May 8 and has scheduled a formal ribbon-cutting ceremony for 4 p.m. May 23. 
   But even with minimal formal advertising, owners Dustan and Keela Bristol said business is already strong. The restaurant’s niche, Dustan said, is “comfort food reinvented.” Popular dishes such as macaroni and cheese, turkey sandwiches and even meat loaf — all with some creative, yet subtle flair — make up Brick 29’s menu. 
   The business is the Bristols’ first venture, but they’re no strangers to the food industry. In fact, Dustan worked as the executive chef at Murphy’s Steak House in Boise for several 
   
If you go    
Brick 29 Bistro is located at 320 11th Avenue South in Nampa at the former Masonic Temple. It is open from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Mondays through Thursdays and 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays. For more information call 468-0029. 
years before striking out on his own. 
   “It’s surreal,” he said of running his own restaurant. “I still feel like I’m doing the same thing I’ve always done. It hasn’t sank in yet.” 
   But Dustan isn’t the only Murphy’s transplant. The couple estimates that 15 of the Brick[image: image2.png]


 29 Bistro’s approximate 35 employees also came from the Boise restaurant. 
   “We’ve got the chemistry already,” Dustan said. “We work well together, and I think that makes a big difference in the overall (customer) experience.” 
   The Bristols, who are excited to own their own restaurant, said the decision wasn’t made lightly. 
   “I researched the demographics relentlessly,” Dustan said. “(Nampa) needed this here.” 
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 29 Bistro is located in the basement of the remodeled Masonic Temple on 11th Avenue South in Downtown Nampa. Initial Development, Inc., recently remodeled the facility for commercial use. The building also features an event center and office space upstairs, and Elizabeth’s European Market is scheduled to join Brick[image: image4.png]


 29 Bistro downstairs. 
   In fact, the building itself is what lured the Bristols into their own business. Mike Mussell, owner of Initial Development, approached the pair more than a year ago with his concept of the remodeled building. 
   “The location was very important,” Dustan said. “We wanted something with a rich history and tradition, and this was the perfect situation.” 
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Server Dawn Murdock polishes silverware before the noontime crowd arrives Monday at Brick[image: image6.png]


 29 Bistro in Nampa. 
