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Yet another addition to Downtown Nampa
While we're on the additions to Nampa we can now thank Laurel MacKinnon for the addition of an ice rink to the Belle District in Downtown Nampa. Well, an ice rink and some more eats.

From the Idaho Statesman:

Ice rink, restaurant planned for downtown Nampa
Official calls project, expected to open this fall, ‘a huge economic boost'
Ice skating returns to Nampa this winter, which means Canyon County residents won't have to drive to Boise to skate.

The Nampa Ice Factory in Belle Park Square, the newest addition to downtown's Belle District, will break ground in early July on the vacant lot at 13th Avenue South and 1st Street South, said Laurel MacKinnon, developer and owner. The outdoor rink is expected to open in mid-October.

A themed restaurant also is planned for the park, she said.

"It will be a place where the community can gather and celebrate everything," MacKinnon said.

In the early 1900s, Nampa had a seasonal ice rink that was a popular gathering spot. Residents skated on the frozen irrigation reservoir called Lake Ethel in the bowl of Lakeview Park until it was drained in the mid-1920s, historians say.

Now Nampa Ice Factory's 70-foot-by-130-foot ice rink will transform an underutilized lot in historic downtown into a family entertainment center unlike anything in the Treasure Valley, MacKinnon said.

It almost seems that every week or so we are starting to hear about something new coming to Nampa.
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