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Sun Valley chef brings his famed cheesecake to Nampa

NAMPA — Jeff Martin, founder of the Sun Valley Cheesecake Co. and a former chef at Cristina's Restaurant in Sun Valley, is bringing his culinary talents and the hallmark dessert to the Belle District's Market Limone, opening in early September. 

Market Limone will offer fresh, readymade and specialty foods, bakery goods, local vegetables, fruits and products, cooking equipment, cooking classes, coffees, beers and wines at 112 13th Ave. S. in Downtown Nampa. 

The Belle District encompasses the building owned by the MacKinnon Group on 13th Avenue South between First and Second Streets South. 

A personable, versatile chef is one of the key ingredients for the market's success, said Laurel MacKinnon, creator and owner of the Belle District and the market. 

"He has a wide variety of food background, and he has operated a very-sought-after cheesecake company," MacKinnon said. "He has a passion for fresh, innovative, local food. Promoting local products is very important to us." 

MacKinnon said Martin, 36, won the job by creating a fabulous five-course meal for her. 

Martin's love of teaching and working with other chefs is a plus, she said, because he will lead classes and bring in guest chefs for other classes. 

"I'm so excited about this concept," Martin said. "It's definitely going to make an impact in the Valley, not just Nampa, because there's nothing like it." 

Martin grew up in Sandpoint, hanging out in the kitchen as his grandmother, mother and aunts cooked. He became a restaurant line cook at 15, was a professional musician who went to culinary school at age 25 as a fallback, and cooked for Playboy's Hugh Hefner in Los Angeles before returning to Idaho. Now he writes songs for fun, sings when he cooks and is a husband and father of four children, ages 14, 6 and 3-year-old twins. 

The move to Market Limone will allow Martin to move his Sun Valley Cheesecake line to the Nampa market while using his experiences to develop a variety of recipes, foods, classes, cook books and more. 

"Every person has to find themselves, find their center," Martin said. "This is the vehicle where I can be me." 

Martin starts work in Nampa Aug. 1, organizing recipes and food orders, and hiring and training a couple of people to help with food preparation. 

Cheesecakes, including his popular white chocolate raspberry, will be custom made on site. Creating healthy, tasty foods for the market is one of his top priorities, he said. 
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