September 03, 2007

Nampans may need new route during downtown roadwork

Two busy downtown Nampa intersections will close during the next two months as crews replace broken crosswalks with brick pavers, and area store owners hope the work won't impact business. 

"I hope that people are excited about all the new stores opening, (including) Market Limone and Fabric," said Laurel MacKinnon, developer of the Belle District along 13th Avenue between 1st and 2nd streets. 

MacKinnon supports the streetscape improvements because they will help attract shoppers and new businesses, she said. 
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Work will begin at 1st Street South and 13th Avenue South about Sept. 10 and wrap up Oct. 1, city officials said. The intersection was chosen because work to move water pipes for MacKinnon's planned downtown ice rink is already under way. Renovations at 2nd Street South and 13th Avenue South is set for Oct. 2 through Oct. 23. 

"We will be doing just one intersection at a time to alleviate the impact to local businesses," city spokeswoman Sharla Arledge said. "We know a 21-day closure of an intersection is inconvenient, but we hope drivers and businesses understand we want to do everything right the first time to make sure the brick pavers hold up to traffic and weather over a long period of time." 

Arledge suggests that shoppers plan ahead on how to get to their favorite downtown businesses during the closures. 

The crosswalk improvements are part of the city's efforts to beautify downtown Nampa. The current concrete crosswalks were installed in 1985 with a stamped design to look like pavers and painted red. They have buckled and broken up in recent years. 

The new crosswalks will be 8-feet wide with a concrete retainer that holds the pavers. The retainer must dry for 21 days before the pavers can be driven over or walked on, Arledge said. 

Other downtown crosswalks will be replaced next spring, Arledge said. Downtown improvements this summer included bike racks, trash containers and benches. 
"The new pavers will be more in line with the historic character of the downtown," said Beth Ineck, the city's economic development project manager. "This will add to the beauty of our downtown area for years to come." 
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Nampa Water Department workers Hank O'Krakel, left, and Rick Schlapia dig to find a main water pipe buried below 13th Avenue South in downtown Nampa. The work, relocating water pipes to prepare for a planned ice rink downtown, is part of a downtown beautification project that will include new crosswalks with brick pavers. Darin Oswald doswald@idahostatesman.com
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