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June 20, 2007

Nampa reveals concepts for buildings

New public safety building and library will mirror downtown buildings

A rendering for Nampa's proposed new public safety complex shows a sturdy, stately building with a design that mirrors historical downtown buildings. 

And floor plans for a new Nampa library designate a grand entrance, space for teens on the opposite end of collections from quiet seating, and a public, roof-top garden surrounding administrative offices. 

Architects explained their concepts for the two buildings Tuesday during a special City Council meeting attended by about 50 city employees, business people and residents. 

"We're excited to move ahead," said Mayor Tom Dale. "I think we're moving in the right direction." 

The envisioned public safety complex will have three or four floors, depending on whether Nampa and Canyon County officials make an agreement to move the Courthouse Annex to the new building. 

The Nampa Police Department and fire administration would occupy 67,000 square feet on three floors. The complex would feature an attached parking garage with 270 spaces and a separate climate-controlled section for storage, forensic investigations of vehicles, and parking of special vehicles such as the NPD's mobile command unit. 

The total cost is estimated at $25 million for a three-floor building or $29.7 million with an extra floor for the courts. 

Architects planning the library said they aim to design a series of memorable spaces with a layout easy for patrons to understand but efficient for staff. They incorporated suggestions from residents including green space on the roof, natural lighting, public meeting rooms, quiet places, a fireplace, ample space for children's programs, computers and technology, and book, video and music collections. A large main entrance that extends to the other side of the building allows for opportunities with public art, exhibitions, a water feature and more. The library and a parking structure are expected to cost an estimated $36 million. 

Both the library and public safety complex are expected to be built within the next five years. Tax revenues from the downtown Urban Renewal District would fund the library construction and most of the public safety complex, which would be augmented by city funds. 

The projects are pillars of the city's planned downtown revitalization project, which also will include a public park, a new city hall and a multi-use building with retail shops, offices and apartments and condos. 
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