Nampa native revitalizing downtown business core
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See what’s new in Nampa 

NAMPA -- If you haven't visited downtown Nampa recently, you're in for a big surprise. Nampa is getting new businesses.  It’s a whole new modern look, but with a historic feel. 

NewsChannel 7 took a tour of what is now called the Belle District, a tribute to one of Nampa’s founders by a Nampa native now trying to make her mark on the town. 

"The first building that I purchased was the building on the corner of 13th Avenue South and 1st Street South, and I purchased that in April 2005," said Laurel McKinnon. 

That was back in 2005, and from then Nampa native Laurel McKinnon has acquired much more. 

"I realized that it was necessary to have more buildings to have a larger project to make a critical mass change.  It's an ambitious project, yes it's been fun and growing all the time," said McKinnon. 

Starting from one corner and moving down the block, McKinnon gives us a tour. 

"About a year ago, we removed the unsympathetic facade and restored to its original character, that's what you see now," said McKinnon. 

Once known as Trading Places, Urban Shed is bigger and better. And the Consignment and Furniture Boutique is back to original look. 

"Up along the top of the building you can see the corbelling and the brick work, and that's all original," said McKinnon. 

Continuing down the street is McKinnon's latest project.  Once Kat's Bar, she is hoping to have this space finished soon, and a new tenant moved in. 

Next to that, The Market.  It could be referred to as the staple on the street. 

"The Market has an array of specialty local, natural organic food products," said McKinnon. 

Inside is a spectacular site.  Fresh breads fill baskets and decadent pastries are on display.  

McKinnon says there is wine tasting here, and she hopes to have cooking classes.  There are unique gifts and unusual finds. 

"Why Nampa?  Well, because I am from Nampa, it was an opportunity to do something for my town because I felt strongly about," said McKinnon. 

And McKinnon's goals don't stop here, across the street she already has two tenants in and operating, and even further down the block she has plans for more. 

"We originally were going to put in a two-story building," said McKinnon. 

But now that's turned into four.  And behind that will be an outdoor ice-skating rink, with goals to bring 20,000 to 30,000 people to downtown Nampa during the winter.  

"It's a unique landmark, hopefully a unique landmark in Nampa," said McKinnon. 

McKinnon has lived all over the world, rebuilding downtowns, now she says it's time to change her own. 

"I get frustrated when I hear, ‘is Nampa ready for that?’  Because Nampa is dying for good and services that we have to go out of town for and it's exciting to be a part of providing those needs,"  said McKinnon. 

Development on the building and ice-skating rink has already started.  The rink is expected to be completed and open for business by October 2008.  

