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Nampa: Bikes will zoom through downtown in May
Submitted by Kristin Rodine,... on Tue, 03/25/2008 - 11:58am. 
Downtown Nampa will host a new bike race dubbed the Belle District Criterium on Memorial Day weekend.
The May 25 race will be the finale of the Treasure Valley Stage Race in Canyon County. The first two stages, a road race and individual time trial, will be held elsewhere in the county on May 24. Organizers say the two-day race will offer $10,000 in prize money and is expected to draw more than 200 professional, amateur and junior cyclists from Idaho, Utah, Montana and Washington.
The Treasure Valley Stage Race is in its fifth year, but the Belle District Criterium is new. Competitors will compete based on ability and age in different Criterium races throughout the day, leading up to the 4:45 p.m. men’s professional race. Organizers describe the 1.1-kilometer course as spectator-oriented, with long straightaways and fast left- and right-hand turns.
Groups of up to 30 riders will race at speeds exceeding 25 mph along the counter-clockwise course, which starts at Front Street then follows 1st Street South, 13th Avenue South, 2nd Street, 15th Avenue, 14th Avenue and back to Front Street.
The race is named for the redeveloping downtown Nampa area on 13th Avenue South between 1st and 2nd streets. Developer Laurel MacKinnon named the district for Belle Dewey, a prominent Nampa citizen in the early 1900s.
The Treasure Valley Stage Race is organized by Boise-based Team Dobbiaco Cycling & Multisport. The city of Nampa and the Belle District will host the Criterium.

