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Nampa can boast that it is Idaho's second-largest city, with more than 82,000 residents, thousands of new homes and several hundred thousand square feet in new retailers, services and restaurants in the past year. But it still operates with the small-town conventions of putting family first and tackling challenges through partnerships. 

Revitalization of its downtown, including a charming historic district, is one of the city's top priorities for the next few years. 

Nampa recently invested heavily in new and improved roads to ease transportation challenges, and additional police positions to keep up with growth and handle crime related to drugs and gangs. The city also purchased more than 100 acres of farmland for future parks and is expanding its Boys and Girls Club with a gymnasium, teen center and more. 

Coalitions of residents, city officials and community leaders have attracted first-time federal grants for programs and facilities to strengthen families through Healthy Families-Nampa and to help victims of domestic violence and sexual assault through the Family Justice Center. 

The Idaho Center complex, which includes a horse park and sports complex, brings big-name concerts and national horse shows to Nampa. Longtime family events like the Snake River Stampede rodeo, the God and Country Rally and Parade America also draw thousands of people to the city from across the Treasure Valley and beyond. 

Service clubs such as the Woman's Century Club, the Kiwanis and the Optimists are steady foundations to the city, which was established in 1886 as a small railroad town along Indian Creek. 

What Nampa neighbors say 

• "It has a country feel, but it's close to the city," said Mary Chown, who has lived in Cherry Lane Meadows for 25 years and keeps four horses. "It's an equestrian subdivision with three miles of trails. We chose it because we could ride horses close to home. I'm sorry to see the fields and the pastures go. It was fun to watch the change of seasons. The new stores and businesses moving in have been wonderful, too. It's bittersweet." 

Chown opened Ewephoria yarn and fiber shop in downtown Nampa last year. 

• "We chose to buy the house that we live in because we knew that there was some potential for a historic district," said Matt Johnson, a graphic artist and president of the Old Nampa Neighborhood Association, which covers an area recently designated as a national historic district. 

The Johnsons purchased their historic 1914 California-style bungalow on 9th Avenue South more than two years ago. "Wendy (Matt's wife) and I enjoy working on old houses as a project. But we wanted to do it in an area where historic homes were more concentrated. Our neighborhood has a lot of potential in the sense that its going to be next to all this downtown revitalization. I think the infrastructure that already exists, the way the blocks are laid out, the size of the lots, really caters to a cohesive neighborhood. When downtown development progresses, you're going to see a lot of demand for better sidewalks and bike lanes. I really foresee our neighborhood being one of the crown jewels of Nampa." 

Average Nampa home price 

$172,215 in the northeast section of the city, $203,971 on the south and $169,750 on the northwest, according to a report of single-family home sales for the first quarter of 2007 from the Intermountain Multiple Listing Service. 

Nampa highlights 

The city's housing is diverse, from the Old Nampa Neighborhood near downtown to new subdivisions in the north and south that offer larger, high-end homes as well as smaller starter houses. The Old Nampa Neighborhood has been named a historic district by the National Register of Historic Places. 

New commercial development increased from $305 million in 2005 to $334 million in 2006. 

City Hall: 411 3rd St. S., 468-5401. 

Library: 101 11th Ave. S., 465-2263. 

Schools: Nampa and Vallivue school districts serve the area. Nampa School District: 468-4600. Vallivue School District: 454-0445. 

Canyon County Historical Museum: 1200 Front St. in 100-year-old Oregon Short Line train depot, 467-7611. 

Warhawk Air Museum: 201 Municipal Drive, 465-6446 

Hispanic Cultural Center of Idaho: 315 Stampede Drive, 442-0823 

Northwest Nazarene University: 623 Holly St., 467-8011 

Boise State University West Campus: 16660 Idaho Center Blvd., 562-3100 

Idaho Center: 16200 Idaho Center Blvd., 468-1000 

What's new 

The city announced ambitious plans in March 2007 for its downtown, calling for a 90,000-square-foot park, an 81,000-square-foot public safety building, a 120,000-square-foot city hall and an 80,000-square-foot public library. Officials also envision ample private development downtown, including apartment/condominium buildings eight to 10 stories high, a hotel, a cinema, professional offices, retail shops, restaurants and six parking structures. 

The revitalization plan is set to begin construction in 2008 and could create more than $422 million in new development within 10 years, officials said. 

Residents already are seeing improvements downtown as the city partners with property owners to restore historic facades, most notably in the area 1st Street South at 12th and 13th avenues. 

Some Top Community Events 

January: Human Rights Day Luncheon. 

March: Mercy Community Sale to benefit youth. 

April: Bull Riding Blow Out, Horse Expo. 

May: Downtown Nampa Nights outdoor concerts begin and run through September. 

June: God and Country Rally. 

July: Griddles and Fiddles, Snake River Stampede and Snake River Dayz. 

November: Canyon County Festival of Trees. 

Shopping 

• The Treasure Valley Marketplace at the new Karcher Interchange opened Kohl's, Dress Barn, Maurice's, Sports Authority, Famous Footwear, Michael's, Old Navy, Petco, Best Buy and the Olive Garden this spring. Leasing is under way for a companion project named Treasure Valley Crossing across Midland Boulevard from the Marketplace. Mercy Medical Center will build a second hospital nearby. A hotel, restaurants and other businesses are planned as well. 

• Down the road, Canyon County's first drive-through Starbucks is coming to Karcher Mall on Nampa Caldwell Boulevard near Karcher Road, and the Nampa shopping center has plans for renovations and new stores, including a Burlington Coat Factory. 

• Development of the Nampa Gateway Center southeast of Garrity Boulevard and Interstate 84 continues with construction of a J.C. Penney and several other retail pads. 

• Nampa's downtown has the historic Belle District, along 13th Avenue South between 1st and 2nd streets, with a growing variety of shops, including Chasa Art Gallery, a collection of Southwest and Native American art, pottery and jewelry for sale, and Ewephoria, which offers a rich selection of yarns and fibers. Shoppers also will find used-book stores, antique and gift shops and stores with furniture and consignment home furnishings in Nampa's historic downtown. Market Limone, a specialty market with fresh produced, baked goods and unique foods in the 100 block of 13th Avenue South, is expected to open in September. 

Dining 

• More than ever, Nampa is a fun destination for good food and drink. Newly opened with great coffee and eats is the Flying M Coffeehouse, 1314 2nd St. S. Copper Canyon, 113 13th Ave. S., provides fine dining, or check out Mona Lisa Fondue Restaurant, 102 11th Ave. N. 

• Nampa also boasts a variety of Mexican and Chinese restaurants, including Hong Kong Restaurant, 117 12th Ave. S. Watch the airplanes take off with breakfast or lunch at the Runway Cafe, 101 Municipal Drive. National chain restaurants surround the Edwards Nampa Stadium 14, 2001 Cassia, behind Karcher Mall. 
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