Specialty food shop makes unique addition to Nampa
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NAMPA — A gourmet market, cafe and wine bar unique in the Treasure Valley is scheduled to open in weeks in downtown Nampa.

Market Limone (lee-mo-ne) will combine coffee, juice and wine bars with cooking classes, gourmet grocery items, kitchen wares and ready-made food on three levels and 11,000 square feet. 

The business may open in as soon as three weeks, Belle District developer Laurel MacKinnon said. When it does, it could attract Nampa foodies with its variety of offerings.

“There’s really not anything like this in the valley that we know of,” MacKinnon said.

The $1.5 million renovation of the historic downtown Nampa building at 112 13th Ave. S. is part of MacKinnon’s nearly block-long project that includes a new furniture store, a coffee shop, office space and a business, retail, outdoor ice skating rink complex. The 35-year-old developer named the area the Belle District after 19th century Nampa luminary Belle Dewey.

MacKinnon recently decided the skating rink’s adjacent office-retail building will be four stories instead of two. It will open next summer instead of this fall as previously planned.

Market Limone’s features will include:

• The Zeste Food Boutique with Chef Jeff Martin’s European-style sandwiches, soups, salads, ethnic food and vegetarian dishes to eat at the market or take out.

• The Elixer Café will serve fresh juice, specialty coffees and cocktails.

• A wine wall and microbrew closet.

• A test kitchen for cooking classes and food demonstrations.

• Dessert bar.

• Gourmet and specialty food products on the basement floor.n A mezzanine overlooking the ground floor with seating for diners and kitchen ware on the second floor.

• Market Limone will eventually expand into the space formerly occupied by the Kats House of Blues and will connect to a dining patio by the alley.

MacKinnon did a market analysis of Nampa for Market Limone and found the city lacked sources for specialty foods. She said the success of Henny Penny Produce, which features specialty foods, on 12th Avenue shows the viability of Market Limone.

Plans for the Nampa Ice Factory building down the street on 13 Avenue recently added two stories when MacKinnon decided the downtown needed more quality office space.
More updates

• The space behind the Urban Shed, two doors down from Market Limone, is being renovated for a coffee shop called Regular Joe’s. The space can be accessed from the furniture store or the alleyway and will be connected to the patio that Market Limone will use. It should open this fall.

• The ice rink and office and retail building is now scheduled to open in June or July.

• A new specialty fabric store called Fabrique will soon open next to Ewephoria, a yarn shop in the Dewey-Scales building, which is also owned by MacKinnon. Fabrique, on 13 Avenue and 1st Street, will partner with Ewephoria and offer fabric for quilting and other sewing projects. MacKinnon is renovating the second story of the Dewey-Scales building to lease to Price Associates, a Nampa management consulting firm.
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Clarence Bernard points to a building that he said used to be a bowling alley as he takes a walk in downtown Nampa on Thursday afternoon with his wife, Wavel. The Bernards, who have lived in the area their entire lives, were surprised by all the construction and remodeling in the Belle District along 13th Avenue in downtown Nampa.
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