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Massive Nampa projects move forward 
DEVELOPMENT: City unveils plan for block-sized park, library, entertainment district, eight-story building 

By Mike Butts 

Idaho Press-Tribune 

    NAMPA — As part of a plan as ambitious as the city has ever taken on, Nampa officials have unveiled a massive downtown redevelopment project that will include a 90,000-square-foot park to serve as the centerpiece for a new library and City Hall. 

    And that’s only the beginning. 

    Urban renewal funds, city money from sales of downtown land, and private investment projected to total $232 million will also be used to build an entertainment district and two commercial mixed-use buildings, one of which could be eight stories high. 

    City leaders hope the bulk of the projects will be finished by 2012. 

    The city has been working with consultants on downtown redevelopment since 2003, and officials say the resulting master plan will alter the landscape and lifeblood of central Nampa forever. 

    “This is building a legacy for future generations,” project development coordinator Heather Richards said. “We’re looking at changing the face of downtown.” 

    Mike Gable, chairman of the Central Nampa Development Commission, said it’s important for residents to keep in mind that “we are not reinventing Nampa, we are revisiting Nampa.” 

    “We are revisiting not only the history and traditions that Nampa had, but we are revisiting the social culture and vitality that it once had as a community,” Gable said. “We are rebuilding our community’s heart and soul.” 

    Nampa officials haven’t disclosed exact locations for the projects yet because negotiations to obtain properties for the plan aren’t complete. 

Projects planned in phases 

    The plan revolves around a new three-story, 80,000-squarefoot, $30.8 million library that will sit on the edge of the park and a 81,000-square-foot, $17.4 million police station. Those two buildings would be part of a Phase I, which includes $62.9 million in commercial high-density, mixed-use development with residential, retail and office space. 

    A parking garage will stand between the library and city hall. 

    Phase II will have a 120,000-square-foot, $40.6 million City Hall and a separate entertainment district centerpiece costing $80.5 million. The entertainment district will include a movie theater and parking garage. 

    The park could provide downtown Nampa with an amenity similar to Boise’s Grove plaza, which officials there say once helped spur a renaissance of vitality in the city center. 

    “We think it’s important to have a sense of place in our downtown,” Nampa economic development director Cliff Long said. “Boise has been so successful with The Grove in having a place for the community to gather. That’s a component we’re looking at right now.” 

    The entertainment district could also have nightclubs, book stores, open-air cafes and coffee shops. And Richards said the new park could host concerts in the summer and ice skating in the winter. 

    A request for proposals on Phase I of the project will go out in August, city officials said. 

    Richards characterized the project’s scope as “enormous.” 

    “The opportunities for Nampa are tremendous,” she said. “The impacts that this will have on residents of Nampa today and in the future are life-changing. We are essentially planning a new city center for Nampa — a city center where people can live, work and play.” 

    A focus for the revitalization plan is economic development. City officials want a more-active downtown core to serve as a catalyst to bring new jobs to the area. Richards added that generating more work in Canyon County reduces the number of residents who have to commute to Boise. 

Extensive planning effort 

    The downtown revitalization plans come after city officials worked with four different consultant groups over four years. The groundwork included reports from revitalization consultants, a public-private development project, a market analysis and a building master plan. 

    The sites for the projects were chosen carefully to fit with existing city assets and to go in places where the most economic development may occur, officials said. 

    The market analysis determined what downtown Nampa could absorb in professional office space, retail and residential units, and other industry elements for the next 10 years. 

    “This whole process was based on the market analysis, and needless to say it came back very positive,” Long said. “There is a need for and will be a need for residential, retail and office space downtown.” 

Acres of downtown space 

    The city could buy as much as 6 1/2 acres of land downtown for the project. And city officials said they want to keep as many of downtown Nampa’s historic structures and as much of its essence as they can with the new projects. 

    “We want to preserve them wherever possible and add to their value,” Long said. 

    Nampa officials will conduct community design meetings in April and May to come up with ideas for the new city library and police station, or public safety building. 

    “We want to involve the community in design aspects of both,” Richards said. 

    Mayor Tom Dale called the plan far-reaching but realistic. 

    “These are exciting times for Nampa. I am very excited with the opportunities that this plan provides for downtown Nampa,” Dale said. “It is an ambitious, yet reachable vision that will define the personality of Nampa, and bring vitality to our downtown for generations into the future.” 
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Courtesy city of Nampa Above: This artist’s conceptual rendering gives perspective of the cinema complex proposed in Phase 2 of Nampa’s downtown revitalization plan. Below: This conceptual rendering shows an up-close perspective of the new Nampa Public Library, designed as a three-story building, with retail pads on the frontage, a large tower lobby in the middle of the front façade that leads into the library, and second story plazas for reading and cafes. 





