Ice rink, restaurant planned for downtown Nampa

Official calls project, expected to open this fall, ‘a huge economic boost'
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Ice skating returns to Nampa this winter, which means Canyon County residents won't have to drive to Boise to skate. 

The Nampa Ice Factory in Belle Park Square, the newest addition to downtown's Belle District, will break ground in early July on the vacant lot at 13th Avenue South and 1st Street South, said Laurel MacKinnon, developer and owner. The outdoor rink is expected to open in mid-October. 

A themed restaurant also is planned for the park, she said. 

"It will be a place where the community can gather and celebrate everything," MacKinnon said. 

In the early 1900s, Nampa had a seasonal ice rink that was a popular gathering spot. Residents skated on the frozen irrigation reservoir called Lake Ethel in the bowl of Lakeview Park until it was drained in the mid-1920s, historians say. 

Now Nampa Ice Factory's 70-foot-by-130-foot ice rink will transform an underutilized lot in historic downtown into a family entertainment center unlike anything in the Treasure Valley, MacKinnon said. 

"It's a destination for the Valley with tons of personality and character," she said. 

Idaho Falls, McCall, Moscow, Sun Valley and Boise also have ice rinks, but Idaho Ice World in Boise, an indoor rink, is on the southeast outskirts of town in the outlet mall and is open year-round. 

In other places around the United States, such as Ashland, Ore., and San Jose, Calif., cities and merchants have supported or created seasonal ice rinks in their downtowns to bring more customers to the area. Best known is the iconic ice rink at New York's Rockefeller Center, he said. 

"An ice rink is an excellent way to do that in a family-oriented community like Nampa," said Cliff Long, the city's economic development director. "All ages together translate into dollars for other businesses. And during the holiday shopping season, it's important for retailers. It'll be a huge economic boost for downtown." 

The Nampa rink will provide a much needed entertainment venue for the area, and especially, an attraction for young folks, said Long, who has two kids of his own who will enjoy it. 

"Everyone I've talked to is so excited about it," said Michael Evans of Striker Construction, the contractor on the project. 

Evans said he just sold a Caldwell home to a family who said they had to pull their kids from skating in Boise because it is too far to travel for them. 

"They were so excited when I told them about this," Evans said. "They said, ‘We don't have to drive to Boise now.'" 

Evans, who lives in Meridian, said the rink will be closer for his family to travel to and his five kids are "obviously excited." 

MacKinnon, who has owned the lot for a couple of years, said she wanted to do something special on it, and the idea came to her while she was walking the streets of London, where she lives part time and where there are many outdoor ice skating parks. 

"It's such a popular family, wintertime activity," she said. "It's a great use of this vacant lot." 

Nampa Ice Factory and the restaurant also fulfill her company's goal of bringing goods and services closer to residents in hopes of saving their money and gas, and the environment, while enhancing their quality of life. 

"The purpose of the Belle District is to create an area that provides goods and services to Nampa that are needed or wanted but unavailable," she said. "We are greatly lacking in family entertainment." 

Decorated with twinkling lights, big Christmas trees and iron rod fencing, the rink will supply 9,100 square feet for skating from October through March. 

Hockey games for ages 10 and under will begin the first season, with the possibility of expanding age groups up through adult practices in the future. A 2,000-square-foot building will house the admissions office, locker rooms, and a room for parties and meetings. 

Events like turkey bowling, Santa on Ice and Disco on Ice also are planned. Figure skating classes and special ticket prices to help local groups raise funds will be offered, MacKinnon said. 

From April through September, the rink will convert into a courtyard for private events and community gatherings such as movies under the stars. 

The restaurant will be housed in a 3,000-square-foot building with a mezzanine and large glass, garage-type doors that roll up. 

And there will be plenty of seats around the rink from which to watch the skaters. 

"Now downtown will be a place where people can start building memories," MacKinnon said. 
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