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Downtown project on track for fall opening

Posted: Wednesday, July 25, 2007 1:40 AM MDT

Revitalization: Private project to build ice rink, restaurant, market comes together quickly; city says additions will benefit community

By Andrew Van Dam

avandam@idahopress.com

NAMPA — A local developer pouring nearly $4 million in private funds to bring an outdoor ice rink, a restaurant and a market packed with top-quality food and housewares to downtown Nampa says the project is on track to be ready this fall.

Nampa’s Laurel MacKinnon of the MacKinnon Group has been the driving force behind an effort to rejuvenate the city’s historic Belle District, named after Isobel “Belle” Dewey, wife of Col. William Dewey, one of Nampa’s founding fathers.

Among MacKinnon’s tenants currently housed in restored buildings are Ewephoria and Urban Shed — a joint venture between MacKinnon and Henny Penny Produce owner Deb Cameron. Cameron describes the new furniture boutique as “a fun mix of homewares and furniture” and said she plans to bring in a lot of accessories and gifts as well as a coffee bar. The store will also offer classes on topics like furniture painting and home design.

Urban Shed opened July 1 and a renovation that will more than double its footprint to 6,600 square feet is due to wrap up in early September, MacKinnon said.

Cameron is also lending her expertise to MacKinnon’s Market Limone, located just down 13th Avenue South from Urban Shed. The two entrepreneurs recently returned from an upscale food trade show in New York City where they started ordering stock for the European-themed market which MacKinnon plans to open around Sept. 1.

“We’ve been ordering specialty and gourmet food lines,” MacKinnon said. “Imported cheeses from all different regions of Europe, fabulous chocolates.” MacKinnon has lined up food from across the United States as well, with items coming in from everywhere from California’s Napa Valley to Savannah, Georgia.

According to MacKinnon, the renovations needed to prepare the historic building for the new market are on schedule and more than halfway complete.

The centerpiece of MacKinnon’s plans, the Nampa Ice Factory rink and the family restaurant that will accompany it, is on target for a mid-October opening, MacKinnon said. Because it is expected to have a significant benefit to the community and economy of Nampa, city officials worked to expedite the standard city design and review process so the outdoor rink could be open to the public by this winter.

The developer said the city agreed to move up plans to relocate a water main near the property to accommodate the rink and restaurant, but added that her firm will be using private money to bury power and telephone lines on the site.

All other hurdles have been cleared, MacKinnon said, and once the utilities are finished, construction will begin on the project.

Cliff Long, Nampa’s economic development coordinator, said the city was working with MacKinnon on the development side of the effort, just as the city would with any developer.

“We’re very excited to see the projects that Laurel has brought to downtown Nampa and her projects are just the start of what we hope will become some major redevelopment downtown,” Long said.

MacKinnon hopes that now that she’s shown a smaller-scale specialty developer can make a difference in Nampa’s downtown, larger developers will take notice and join her in efforts to enhance the city’s historic core.

Nampa’s downtown redevelopment project manager, Beth Ineck, agreed.

“Any time you have a private party that is willing to invest in your downtown ... it just helps to spur more development.”
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